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Mozolyuk Outlasts Ortiz to Win Women’s Singles Championship

(Fresno)—It started well and ended well for Santa Monica College’s Katerina Mozolyuk, but the middle was an entirely different story.  Mozolyuk, No. 3 seed in Southern California  put the No. 2 seeded Ortiz in trouble with a 6-0 win in the first set.  Ortiz was also in trouble at match point 5-3 and also 5-4 in the second set, but she rallied against a tiring Mozolyuk and managed to get to 6-6 when Mozolyuk hit out of bounds and force a tiebreaker.  Ortiz, the momentum going her way, easily won the tiebreaker 7-2.  

A rest for the third set appeared to give Mozolyuk a second reserve of energy.  She won the 2011 California Community College Women’s Singles’ Title when Ortiz hit her last shot into the net for the 6-3 win and the match in the final set.  It was a true championship effort which featured ebb and flow with some great resilience by both players.  This was a classic comeback attempt by Ortiz which came up short.

Santa Monica coach Richard Goldenson was asked what advice he gave Mozolyuk after she lost the tiebreaker.  I told her, “This is the last match of the season.  This is the set that counts if you win,” he said.  The key, when asked about her success in the third set, “she started to own her backhand, “ Goldenson said.  

Semis

Jazmine Ortiz (GC) def Kelsey Chrisco (SC) 6-1, 6-1

Katerina Mozolyuk (SMC) def Sharon Riebstein 6-1, 6-4

Mozolyuk defeats Ortiz 6-0, 6-7 (2), 6-3 for 2011 Singles’ Championship 
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Sarkissian Thunders To 2011 Men’s Singles Championship

(Fresno)—A quick recovery is a good thing.  Just ask Alex Sarkissian of Glendale College.  After losing the first two games of the match to College of the Desert’s No. 2 seeded Rodrigo Schaefer the top seeded Sarkissian came back to win the 2011 California Community College Men’s Singles Title 6-2, 6-1.  

Played on the center court at Fresno’s Sierra Sport and Racquet Club the shots by both players boomed all around the picturesque venue.  It was a premium display of power tennis by two excellent young players who are likely to have huge careers ahead of them as college or professional players.  

Sarkissian, a tall Freshmen, played with the steadiness that has characterized his game all season long.  Seldom showing emotion whether he was up or down he handled his tennis business like a day at the office. 

Glendale Coach Bob MacKay had high praise for Sarkissian, “He won at Ojai, the regional, and the state.  Its amazing.  He was 35-0 in singles matches and 70-0 in sets.  This is quite an accomplishment,” MacKay said.  

Semis

Alex Sarkissian (GLEN) def Sasha Hedberg (VC) 6-2, 7-5

Rodrigo Schaefer (COD) def Alex Johnston (FHL) 6-3, 5-7, 6-3

Sarkissian defeats Schaefer 6-2, 6-1 for 2011 Singles Championship
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