Bakersfield, Calif. – Cypress College handed the North’s No. 1 seed San Joaquin Delta its first loss of the year with a convincing 5-1 victory in game one of the 2011 California Community College Athletic Association Softball Championship held at Bakersfield College on Friday.

Cypress’ freshman southpaw starting pitcher, Monique Hernandez (16-5), out-dueled Mustangs’ starter Katie Cotta (30-1) by pitching a complete game two hitter. Cotta suffered her first loss of the year after allowing five runs (all earned) on four hits, while striking out 10.

The Chargers Marilyn Toriz had a game-high three RBI after jacking a three-run bomb over the centerfield fence in the top of the third inning. Jessica Reichner also had an RBI for Cypress, while Katie Etcheverry drove in SJD’s lone run of the game.

After a scoreless first two innings, the Chargers took advantage of a pair of leadoff walks when Cypress’ Toriz launched a three-run bomb over the centerfield wall to put the Chargers on top 3-0 in the top of the third inning.

The Mustangs answered back with a run in the bottom half of the inning when SJD leadoff hitter, Rachel Borges was called safe on a close play at first base to put runners on the corners. The Mustangs scored to make it a 3-1 game when their second hitter, Etcheverry, popped up to Toriz in foul ground to allow Genevieve Reyna to tag up from third base and score San Joaquin Delta’s only run of the game.

Cypress stranded three runners in the fourth inning after loading the bases with two outs, before Toriz grounded out to shortstop to end the inning.

Cypress’ freshman starter, Hernandez kept San Joaquin Delta scoreless the rest of the way in a complete game two hitter.

In the top of the sixth inning, the Chargers put two more runs on the board to stretch their lead to 5-1 over the Mustangs when Cristina Crissman singled up the middle to lead off the inning, Natalia Morales walked and Toriz was hit by a Cotta pitch to load the bases for Cypress. Jessica Reichner came through with a two-out single through the left side to put the Chargers on top 4-1 and score Crissman from third, then Cypress made it a four-run game when Heather Cosby, who pinch ran for Morales, came barreling home on a wild pitch by Cotta that made it a 5-1 score.

San Joaquin Delta didn’t give up though, when Etcheverry hit a double that rolled to the centerfield wall in the bottom of the sixth inning. Cypress shortstop Reichner made a diving play to retire Mia King for the first out of the inning, then Hernandez struck out the Mustangs’ cleanup hitter, Trina Solario, for the second out. Cotta failed to help her own cause when she grounded out to third for the final out of the sixth.

Hernandez put the Mustangs down in order to close out the seventh and secure a 5-1 game 1 victory in the first round of the CCCAA Softball Championship.

Cypress College will face the winner of the Mt. San Antonio College vs. College of the Siskiyous matchup in game four at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.

