TEAMMATES BATTLE IN OUT FOR MEN'S SINGLE CHAMPIONSHIP
Claremont - Familiar foes, Jack Hui and Francis Yoshimoto of College of the Desert faced each other in practice every day during the season. Aside from the championship match of the Orange Empire Conference Tournament (won by Hui), the two had not faced each other in competition. The two saw their paths cross in the title match of the California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics Men's Singles Championships presented by U.S. Bank at The Claremont Club in Claremont, CA.

Hui seemed to overmatch Yoshimoto in the first set, winning, 6-1, but his teammate and doubles partner fought back for a 6-2 win in the second set. However, in the third set, Hui won the championship in by taking the finals three games to post a 6-3 victory and win the state title in singles play.

"We play against each other all the time, so we pretty much knew what each other was capable of doing," said Hui, who is headed for UC Santa Barbara next season. "I wasn't feeling it in the second set and told myself to just remain patient. After I tied the match at 2-2 in the third set, I just felt my confidence picking up and instead of trying to rush things, I just waited for the right spots to make my move."

"Those two are so evenly matched, it really could have gone either way,"; said Roadrunners head coach Carl Schroeder. "They are both excellent tennis players and they have great battles in practice all the time."

Hui posted a 6-4, 6-1 over Jordan Colman of Santa Rosa College in the semi-finals, while Yoshimoto, the Ojai Tournament singles champion, defeated teammate Steffan Fedderson (6-3, 6-1) in the other semi-final match.

It was the first singles title by a College of the Desert player since the 2002 season and seventh in the last 11 years.

SEMI-FINALS
Jack Hui (College of the Desert) def. Jordan Colman (Santa Rosa), 6-4, 6-1

Francis Yoshimoto (College of the Desert) def. Steffan Fedderson (College of the Desert), 6-3, 6-1

FINALS
Jack Hui (College of the Desert) def. Francis Yoshimoto (College of the Desert), 6-1, 2-6, 6-3 

