Game 2 - Rio Hondo College “Roadrunners” (SoCal #2-Seed, 32-10) def.

San Mateo College “Bulldogs” (#1 NoCal Seed, 32-9-1), 18-6

FRESNO – Rio Hondo College used a 10-run fourth inning to highlight their first appearance in the California Community College Athletic Association Baseball State Championships, as they posted an 18-6 win over San Mateo College on Friday night. The tournament, being played at John Euless Ballpark, on the campus of Fresno City College, continues on Saturday with the Roadrunners (32-10) facing the Ohlone College Renegades at 2:00 p.m.

In the first game on Saturday, El Camino College will face the Bulldogs at 10:00 a.m. in an elimination game. The Warriors dropped a 13-0 decision to the Renegades on Friday afternoon to start the tournament.

Rio Hondo made quick work of their first appearance at the state tournament by scoring a pair of runs in the top of the first inning, thanks to a two-run single by Mike Vinnitsky, which plated Greg Hamrock and Curtis Cowell. The lead was cut in half in the bottom of the stanza when Roadrunners pitcher Jason Martyn uncorked a wild pitch with runners at second and third, scoring Justin Maffei.

Hamrock gave Rio Hondo a 3-1 lead with an RBI double to right-center field off Bulldogs starter Glenn Wallace in the second inning. They blew the game open with a 10-run fourth inning, with Thomas Jenson and Francisco Fuentes supplying three-run home runs.

Jason Martyn (11-2) was the recipient of the offensive outburst, as he went five innings and limited San Mateo to two hits and an unearned run. The top four batters in the Rio Hondo lineup went 12-for-21 with 10 RBI and six runs scored, with Hamrock going 4-for-5 with three RBI and a pair of runs scored.

Game Notes: This is the first trip to the State Championships for Rio Hondo, while San Mateo last appeared in the finals in 1987, when they lost to Los Angeles Harbor. In the three times the Bulldogs have reached the championships, they lost to teams from the South Coast Conference (Long Beach City in 1969 and Cerritos in 1973).

