GAME 7 – Orange Coast 10, San Joaquin Delta 7

FRESNO – The Orange Coast College baseball team overcame a year’s worth of tears and tragedy to win its first state baseball title since 1980 with a 10-7 win over San Joaquin Delta in the championship game of the 2009 CCCAA State Baseball Championships, held at Fresno City College’s John Euless Ballpark.

Ryan Dunn led the Pirates’ offense with a 3-for-4 effort with a home run, three runs scored and an RBI. Brett Wallach went 2-for-4 with two runs and two RBI, Drew Hillman added two hits and an RBI and Ryan Sheeks provided two hits and a run from the top of the lineup.

For San Joaquin Delta (34-19), a great season resulted in a runner-up state finish. Vinnie Devencenzi went 3-for-5 with an RBI, while Brett Morgan and Cody Scott each added two hits, a run and an RBI and Cody Scott contributed a hit and three RBI.

With both pitching staffs depleted, it came down to seldom-used pitchers to carry the load. For OCC, Josh Lee picked up his first win of the season in his second start, allowing just four runs (three earned) on eight hits over 5 2/3 innings with one walk and one strikeout.

Andy Abrams and Kyle Krogman preserved the lead for Brett Wallach and the sophomore standout worked a 1-2-3 ninth inning for his fourth save of the season.

Tray Lopez (4-2) took the loss for the Mustangs as OCC built up an 8-1 lead through the first three innings and never looked back.

Delta chipped into the deficit and got as close as 9-7 in the top of the eighth before a home run by Dunn closed out the scoring in the bottom of the frame.

OCC catcher D.J. Arellano was named the tournament’s MVP for his gritty effort throughout the weekend. He went 6-for-18 with a run scored, four RBI and played every inning behind the plate the entire weekend.

